
BLUE OCEAN®

Marlow Ropes’ manifesto for  
environmental and sustainable change



Blue ocean   products®

B Being proactive and measured in our commitment to reducing and eliminating our negative environmental impact.

L Less is more. Continuing our quest for less energy, less plastics, less waste, less carbon and less emissions.

U Using our global position as a market leader and authority in rope manufacturing to be a key advocate for 
sustainable change across the rope industry.

E Educating ourselves and our stakeholders to do better, be better and act responsibly in all areas of our business.

marlow have worked hard over the last  
couple of years to eliminate as much waste 

and single-use plastic from our rope ranges 
and continue to look at bio-based materials 
to help us achieve our sustainability goals.  

we are proud to be making significant  
changes in the rope-making industry.”  

JON MITCHELL, MANAGING DIRECTOR

The Blue Ocean® Raptor lowering line made from 100% recycled waste plastic bottles 
is available in four different colour coded diameters. Launched in Spring 2020. 

Since the launch of the award-winning BLUE OCEAN® Dockline in 2018, Marlow has been 
working hard to innovate, develop and educate the global sailing community about the 
materials we use in our rope-making to achieve the best quality and performance. 

Our thirst for innovation means that Marlow are the first rope-maker in the Leisure Marine  
industry to introduce rope products made from recycled and sustainably sourced  
materials that don't compromise on performance.  

Marlow's ability to innovate has driven our sustainability initiatives, and now, with the  
switch to bio-based Dyneema® fibre used across our standard Leisure Marine  
product range alongside the introduction of our BLUE OCEAN® yarn, we are proud 
 that 52% of Marlow's Leisure Marine product range is now manufactured using sustainable  
materials.

yachting with BLUE OCEAN    ®

TREE WORKING LINES with BLUE OCEAN    ®

The Blue Ocean® Gecko 13mm climbing rope has a 16 plait cover manufactured with 
yarn made from 100% recycled waste plastic bottles.  Launched in Spring 2020. 

The Blue Ocean® Boa Accessory Cord has a hardwearing, 16 plait cover, manufactured 
with yarn made 100% recycled waste plastic bottles. Launched in Autumn 2020. 

ACCESS STATIC LINES
CE certified, NFPA approved BLUE OCEAN® 
Static rope launching in 2021.

BLUE OCEAN® is the overarching trademarked brand and ‘face of’ Marlow’s actions and commitment  
towards achieving objectives outlined in its Environmental Policy across the entire company.  As a 
brand, BLUE OCEAN® gives a ‘seal of approval’ on specific products that have been developed and  
manufactured using sustainable materials, and with Marlow’s Environmental objectives in mind. 

BLUE OCEAN® is Marlow Ropes’ sustainably manufactured product line, collective actions and company 
commitment towards achieving its environmental and sustainability objectives outlined in the  
company’s environmental policy.   
 

For Marlow’s customers and stakeholders, the BLUE OCEAN® brand provides assurance of our on-going 
commitment and mission to conduct our operations and production within an environmentally  
conscious measured framework.

This environmental & sustainable mission has been developed within the following BLUE principles 
framework.  For Marlow, being BLUE means:

®BLUE OCEAN    Yarn
Marlow’s BLUE OCEAN® yarn is GRS 
certified and manufactured from 100% 
recycled waste plastic bottles collected 
from disposal units. 

The bottles are manufactured into  
recycled polyester (rPET) to produce a 
yarn which has the same specifications 
and technical characteristics as  
polyester yarn manufactured using 
virgin feedstock.

Provided it has not been mixed with 
any other chemicals or fibre materials, 
BLUE OCEAN® yarn can be recycled 
again at the end of its life, therefore 
aiding a circular economy.  

®



Blue ocean   MATERIALS & PACKAGING®

Blue ocean   ENERGY EFFICIENCY®

Blue ocean   CARBON MEASURING & OFFSETTING®

FROM 2019 marlow  EITHER ELIMINATED 
THE NEED OR SWITCHED TO using bio-

based sugar cane recyclable plastic  
packaging ACROSS packaging &  

SHIPPING SUPPLIES

FROM 2018 marlow  HAVE EnsurED 
that all card and paper used in  

packaging, shipping and marketing 
is sustainably sourced and  

FSC certified 

 all of marlow’s promotional  
merchandise items either have a  

LONG TERM purpose or ARE  
Sustainably manufactured

70T
of C02 emissions have been saved as 

a result of marlow’s worksforce 
reducing  air travel in 2020 

Marlow aims to introduce sustainable materials, aiming for 100% reliance on recycled and sustainable materials by 2030.

SINCE MARLOW INTRODUCED  
blue ocean® &  

bio-based dyneema® FIBRES 
52% of marlow’s leisure marine &  

15% of marlow’s arboriculture 
 product ranges are now  

manufactured using  
sustainable materials 

WHAT IS BIO-BASED dyneema®?
Bio-based Dyneema® fibre reduces reliance 
on fossil fuel based resources by using 
feedstock from waste in the pulp and timber 
industry to create its polyethylene fibre.  

Now used across Marlow’s standard Leisure 
Marine range in products manufactured with 
SK78, SK99 and DM20 HMPE yarn, bio-
based Dyneema® fibre will enable industries 
to reduce their carbon footprint while 
maintaining the same trusted performance.

Marlow eliminated the  
need for most plastic  
packaging in 2019 and 
introduced Polyair™ bio- 
based recyclable plastic  
packaging in 2020 in areas  
where plastic is still required to  
either preserve or protect the product. 

Made from sugar cane waste, PolyairTM is carbon 
neutral and 100% recyclable. It is seen as proactively 
green as it is derived entirely from an organic 
product, capturing CO2 from the atmosphere whilst 
it is growing.

Polyair™ is recycled as LDPE 04 (low density 
polyethylene).

Marlow aims to reduce its carbon footprint through energy reduction, collaboration with suppliers and embracing technology to 
change the way we work. We will balance harder to reduce carbon emissions and achieve a carbon balanced state by the end of 2025.

97% 
reduction in carbon emissions as a 
result of switching to sea freight 

for  shipments to the usa.  THIS 
has resulted in an overall 24% 

carbon emission reduction 
*per shipment

since 2018  MARLOW’s  switch to 
led lighting has reduced 
electricity consumption 

by over 20%

In 2020, our commitment to a renewable electricity supply has 
reduced annual carbon emissions by 171 tonnes CO2

Marlow aims to ensure that 100% of electrical energy used is certified from renewable sources 
by end of 2020.

*

Marlow has introduced hybrid 
vehicles as part of the company 

vehicle fleet

gas is A vital resource that marlow needs for manufacturing 
and to ensure the health and safety of employees.

in 2020 we started to explore opportunities to offset gas 
consumption with an offsetting programme.



Blue ocean   GUARDIANSHIPBlue ocean   waste & recycling®

In 2020, Marlow aims to reduce waste yarn and over runs from the production process to less than 2%  
of the total material used and to ensure that at least 70% of Marlow’s  postproduction fibre waste is recycled. 

Marlow currently recycles: 

polyester yarn
natural & black aramid

white & spun nylon 
pbo (zylon ®)

HMPE 
(High Modulus Polyethylene)

Marlow’s initiatives to meet this objective includes: 

•	 Review (and update where necessary) of manufacturing 
specifications to eliminate over-production 

•	 Increased emphasis on employee led quality control and 
continuous improvement to eliminate waste by 
specification or manufacturing error 

•	 Purchase of new more efficient and accurate rope-making 
machinery TO replacE old machinery 

•	 Broadening the range of materials that we separate and 
collect for recycling.

To disseminate, validate, authorise and measure the commitment, actions and results that Marlow 
continues to take, we are investing in the following initiatives to help deliver Marlow’s BLUE OCEAN® 
message for the betterment of all.

charity - education - enrichment
•	 MARLOW DONATES rope OVER-RUNS for ANIMAL & wildlife RESCUE CENTRES enrichment 

programmes such as RAYSTEDE ANIMAL SANCTUARY, MONKEY WORLD, the rspca & cats 
protection. 

•	 loose hanks & over-runs are donated for educational purposes to SEA CADETS, SCOUT 
GROUPS, sailing clubs AND FOR charitable SAILING EVENTS . 

•	 WOODEN REELS & CARDBOARD TUBING ARE DONATED TO local SCHOOLS , nurseries & YOUTH GROUPS

in 2019 marlow’s waste &  
recycling efforts increased 
and we reduced waste yarn & 
production over runs by 3% & 
recycled 50% of fibre waste.

by the end of 2020 we are aiming 
for even greater results

DID YOU KNOW?

MARLOW’S ARAMID WASTE IS 
RECYCLED INTO VEHICLE 

BRAKE PADS

In 2020 Marlow  
donated ropes to The 

Maritime Volunteer 
Service who were 

involved in a project to 
clear plastic debris from 

unhabitable areas of 
coastline along  

England’s Sussex Coast.

aiming to achieve 
ISO 14001:2015 certification   

(for effective environmental 
management systems)  

in 2021

Educating marlow’s worldwide  
customers, end users and  

stakeholders about the blue 
ocean® manifesto through  

various  marketing &  
communications activities and 

media channels

® marlow’s 
eco-conscious  
ambassadors   

German sailor Boris  
Herrmann / Team  
Malizia are competing 
at the highest level 
in the Vendee Globe 
2020 whilst using the 
platform to inspire action 
and change through 
outreach, awareness and 
highlighting solutions to 
the climate crisis.

Working with partners across our markets to spread 
the BLUE OCEAN ® manifesto.  In particular eco- 

conscious ambassadors  & organisations who share 
similar sustainability goals, e.g ocean and coastline 
clean up exercises, carbon reduction initiatives and 

local school and community groups.  

marlow’s heritage and global reputation in rope  
manufacturing  gives us a voice to encourage sustainable 

change in the industry.  knowledge acquired through  
selling into a diverse marketplace enables us to work 

with other leaders of industry and rope manufacturing 
associations such as DSM, FibreFX, IRATA’s Rope Access 

Committee (RAC) and the RNLI.

The 11th Hour Racing 
Team is led by American 
offshore sailors Charlie 
Enright and Mark Towill. 
The team’s mission is 
to win The Ocean Race 
2021-22 with  
sustainability at the core 
of all operations.

The 2019-20-21 
edition of the Clipper 
Race was marked 
with a shift towards 
a greener future with 
Blue Ocean®  
Dockline being used 
across the fleet of 70ft 
racing yachts.

VISIT MARLOWROPES.COM/NEWS FOR REGULAR ECO  
UPDATES & NEW AMBASSADOR ANNOUNCEMENTS



www.marlowropes.com/blue-ocean

Blue Ocean® is a registered  
trademark in UK, Europe and United States.

Dyneema® and ‘Dyneema®, the world’s strongest  
fiber™’ are trademarks of DSM. Use of these trademarks 
is prohibited unless strictly authorized.




